
 
 
Indigenous Engagement Plan (IEP) 

Project Construction Update Memo 
TO: City of Merritt REPORT DATE: August 11th, 2025 

PROJECT: 
RECOV25-41 – Claybanks Dike and RV 
Park 

SITE 
MANAGER: Rock Solid Industries - Pat Griffiths 

LOCATION: 1302 Voght Street, Merritt  WORKFORCE: 2-6 

 

 Project Overview  

 The Claybanks Dike and RV Park project was officially kicked off on July 2nd, 2025 with work starting on site the week of July 
7th, 2025. In response to flooding in the Coldwater River during the Atmospheric River Event in 2021, the City of Merritt is 
now constructing additional flood protection dikes through the park. Work will consist of earthworks to shape and 
construction the dike from imported materials. Riprap erosion protection will be placed on the river side of the dike to protect 
it from future floodwaters in the Coldwater River. The landside portion of the dike consists of a combination of earthen berm 
and lock block retaining wall with safety fence, and a walking/running gravel surface is proposed along the top of the dike. 
The dike will be mainly planted with hydroseed, and additional plantings are proposed as part of the restoration efforts to 
enhance the riparian area.  
 
To facilitate the dike construction, water, sanitary, and electrical services will need to be removed and relocated within 
Claybanks RV Park. This work will involve the remove and relocation of PVC watermain and valves, PVC sanitary sewer and 
manholes, electrical site services, transformer, and streetlights.  

 

1. Environmental Update – Environmental Monitor – Bailey Environmental 

1.1 Current Week – Periodic check ins from environmental monitor. No issues raised.    

1.2 Next Week – Continued periodic check ins.  

 

2. Heritage Update – Cultural Monitor – Nooaitch Indian Band 

2.1 
Current Week – Cultural Monitor – Nooaitch Indian Band, was onsite for in-stream and excavation work. CM continued to 
observe the  excavation work for the removal of the emergency Dike at the upstream extent of the site. Nothing of 
archaeological significance was encountered.  

2.2 Next Week – Cultural Monitors anticipated to be onsite as needed. To be coordinated by RSI 

 

3. Construction Update  

3.1 Current Week – Continued work removing the emergency dike material.  Continuing to encounter debris and garbage during 
excavation efforts. Emergency dike is largely removed, and riparian planting bench grading is in progress.   

3.2 Next Week – Construction will continue to prepare sub grade from riprap placement on dike and continuing placement of 
riprap. Emergency Dike removal to be completed  
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4. Schedule Update  

4.1 Current Month – Work has started on schedule. In stream work window has been extended. In-stream work completed prior 
to end of work window.  

4.2 Upcoming Milestones -    

 

5. Project Photos  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FIGURE 1 – RIPRAP CONSTRUCTION NEAR VOGHT STREET. LOOKING 
UPSTREAM  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
FIGURE 2 – REMOVAL OF EMERGENCY DIKE: MATERIAL 

STOCKPILING NEXT TO HAUL PATH.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
FIGURE 3 – PROPOSED RIPRAP TIE IN TO EMERGENCY DIKE. NOTE 
CULTURAL MONITOR OBSERVING EXCAVATION AND PLACEMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FIGURE 4 –  DEBRIS AND GARBAGE ENCOUNTERED DURING 

REMOVAL OF EMERGENCY DIKE 

 

6. Project Contacts:  
 

 Charlene Joe 

Indigenous Engagement Manager 

City of Merritt, Flood Mitigation Department 

(778) 921-0412 

cjoe@merritt.ca 

  

City of Merritt 

Flood Mitigation Department 

Flood Mitigation Website 

Contact Us 

 

 

mailto:cjoe@merritt.ca
https://flood.merritt.ca/
https://flood.merritt.ca/contact-us/
https://flood.merritt.ca/contact-us/
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CA Signature Name: Joe Vandenberg Date: August 11th, 2025 

Submission If required Monthly, last Friday by noon If required weekly, Friday by noon 

CONTRACTOR 
DISTRIBUTION: 

☒ Site Manager ☒ Indigenous Engagement Manager (IEM) 

☒  Design Team ☒  Internal Files 

MERRITT FLOOD 
MITIGATION 
DISTRIBUTION: 

☐ Indigenous Bands (IEM) ☐ Website/Social Media (CE) 

☐  Community Engagement (CE) ☐  Flood Mitigation Files 


