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Emergency Management and Climate Readiness — New DRIF
Funding for Middlesboro Phase 1 Diking Project

Merritt, BC (05-09-2025) —The City of Merritt has secured $3.4 million in provincial funding to construct
the Middlesboro Phase 1 Diking Project, a key component of its Flood Mitigation Plan. The funding,
provided through the Disaster Resilience and Innovation Funding program (DRIF), marks a significant
step forward in safeguarding the community from future flooding events.

The Middlesboro-Phase 1 Project will install a critical section of flood protection dikes in Merritt,
safeguarding homes, businesses, and vital infrastructure. The project includes the construction of a
setback dike, which will allow the river to more naturally traverse the Coldwater River corridor through
Merritt. This project is an important piece of Merritt’s 2022 Council approved Flood Mitigation Plan that
will enhance community resilience, create a more natural river flow, and ensure a safer, more secure
future for residents and businesses.

Mayor Michael Goetz emphasized the importance of this investment:

"With support from the Disaster Resilience and Innovation Funding (DRIF) program, we now have the
funding to complete a vital section of the flood protection dike that was previously unfunded. This
project will safeguard Merritt’s homes, businesses, and infrastructure from future floods, ensuring the
long-term safety of our community. Thank you to the Province of British Columbia for helping us fill this
critical gap and build a more resilient Merritt for the future."

Why This Project Matters

Merritt’s 2022 Flood Mitigation Plan outlines a multi-phase approach to protecting the city from future
disasters. However, many components remain unfunded. The approval of this DRIF grant represents a
major milestone, as Middlesboro Phase 1 Dike Project previously had no secured funding source.

Next Steps

The project will proceed once dike alignments are confirmed, and engineering work can begin. As a
100% provincially funded initiative, the DRIF grant will cover all costs.

Continued Efforts to Protect Merritt

The City of Merritt's petition e-5135, initiated by Michael Goetz and supported by 661 members of our
community, was closed following the dissolution of Parliament, as all active e-petitions are automatically
suspended during election periods. As we navigate these changes, we are exploring the possibility of
relaunching the e-petition, with a focus on engaging with the current elected government to ensure our
community's needs are prioritized. While recent funding announcements are a positive development,
Merritt’s Flood Mitigation Plan remains incomplete. The City continues to seek additional funding to
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advance its comprehensive Flood Mitigation Plan. We will continue to update the status of this process
on our flood.merritt.ca website.

Stay Engaged

To stay updated on Merritt’s flood mitigation efforts and support the City’s advocacy for additional
funding, visit flood.merritt.ca and follow the conversation using #MerrittSafe.

For more information, please contact:

Diana Linde Kim Mullin

Communications Specialist Communications and Engagement Manager
Flood Mitigation Department CITY OF MERRITT

CITY OF MERRITT Direct: 250.280.6568

Direct: 604.860.8604 Main: 250.378.4224, x232

Email: diana.linde@merritt.ca Email: kim.mullin@merritt.ca

About the City of Merritt Flood Mitigation Plan:

e The City of Merritt’s Flood Mitigation Plan continues to play a critical role in protecting the
community from future flooding. This plan involves multiple projects designed to enhance flood
resilience, restore natural habitats, and safeguard local infrastructure. The completion of the
Middlesboro Bridge, and the Public Works Dike in 2024 showcases vital steps in these efforts,
symbolizing recovery, resilience, and the ongoing commitment to a safer future.

The City of Merritt’s Flood Mitigation Team would like to acknowledge that we work, live and play on the
traditional, ancestral and unceded territory of the Nlaka’pamux and Syilx people. We thank you for
welcoming us to the territory and allowing us to carry out the work we are doing today.

Unsubscribe: Please help us update our contact list. If you do not wish to receive any further media
releases, invitations, or advisories from the City of Merritt, please reply to communications@merritt.ca
with UNSUBCRIBE in the subject line or provide updated or correct contact information. Thank you!
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